My War Memories, 1914-1918
in their rear lacked fire-power. Ponieviesh was occupied by as on July sgth. On the left wing the cavalry reached out to the Bay of Riga and joined up with the infantry advancing on Mitau, which was taken on August ist. Further south the Dubissa was crossed, and by July 2gth the Kovno-Ponieviesh line had been occupied.
Communications had now to be established once more, and the troops supplied with ammunition. Transport had been sent *n large quantities to the I2th and 8th Armies and the Niemen Army was correspondingly short. Its further advance now began to slow down. On the day on which Kovno was taken the troops were on the banks of the Svienta and the Shara. Here there was a long stop, whilst the left wing pushed forward towards the Dvina. To the south of Riga the Russians were holding an important bridgehead, which was to be a thorn in our flesh for a long time to come. On the other hand, early in September the Dvina was reached between Uxkiill and Friedrichstadt, and the enemy thrown back to the opposite bank,
Meanwhile the Russians had been reinforced. The weak forces of the Niemen Army were distributed over a very wide area, so that, for the time being, they were unable to advance further without reinforcement. They were in touch with the left wing of the loth Army, as the latter, after the taking of Kovno, again encountered strong enemy forces half-way to Vilna.
A raid by the fleet in the Bay of Riga, on August 8th, had no influence on the operations on land.
The rapid advance of the Niemen Army showed that still more could be done if the forces had been stronger and better equipped, especially in regard to transport.
In the second half of August the idea of continuing operations east of the Niemen had assumed more definite shape. The attack on the flank of the retreating army from Poland could only be 'Carried out, it at all, in the direction of Kovno-Vilna-Minsk,
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